Tenchi Kane No Kami Grand Ceremony Sermon

Good Morning, everyone! Happy New Day, Week & special “Thanks” for joining us
today. This is the 2024 Tenchi Kane No Kami Grand Ceremony of KC Chicago. I trust you
are all enjoying the best of health & excellent spirits on this beautiful spring morning.

I often would hear in my childhood days that Konkokyo teaches the law of the universe.
Since then, I have often wondered what exactly was the law of the universe. What do you
think it would be?

Thanks to my father, who earnestly sought to find the essence of our founder’s faith, at
age 15 I was able to meet Rev. Soichiro Otsubo for the first time, who is the founding
minister of KC Airaku. I was awestruck by his gentle nature and great dignity; and the
more [ listened to his teachings, the more I was fascinated by the depth of what he taught.
It was then I could not help but realize what exactly the law of the universe actually was.

He taught that,
Humans come from the earth and will return to the earth.
During our journey in this world, we should have the heart of the earth.
We can rephrase it and say,
Humans are born in this universe and will return to the universe.
While alive in this world, we should emulate the nature of the universe,

because it is essential for us to have a heart like that of the universe.

I thought this was exactly what the law of the universe was.

We humans, however, tend to live self-centered lives. We easily fall into a life of greed,
wanting this and that. If we live such a life, is this how we follow the law of the universe?
When we actually follow the law of the universe, blessings come our way and all the
conditions for human happiness will come into place without aiming for them. I would
eagerly like to reveal this truth of the universe. For doing that, my faith practice has focused
on emulating the nature of the universe.

Let me explain. There are three natures to the universe, namely: the heavenly, earthly
and orderly natures of the universe. The heavenly nature of the universe is characterized
by inexhaustible generosity, a natural limitless giving. The earthly nature of the universe
is to accept everything calmly; it stays silent like the surface of the earth. And the orderly
nature of the universe — there is nothing more faithful and exact than this.

Each and every moment I turn to Kami and pray to deepen the peace & joy in my heart
by accepting each thing, such as, here I’ll practice the heavenly nature, there the earthly
nature, and there the orderly nature. I have come to realize the most important aspect to



thoroughly succeed in faith is to reach a deep realization that I have no power, no talent
and no ability before Kami.

To achieve this realization, Kami is now training me very hard. Kami wishes me to
leave everything up to Kami without the slightest selfishness of my own.

Every year I have attended the Tenchi Kane No Kami Grand Ceremony of KC Toronto;
and sometimes with my wife, Kanako. Every time I learned a lot from Rev. Kishii; and we
greatly enjoyed ourselves with the members there. This year KC Toronto Grand Ceremony
was on Sunday, April 28.

So the day before I started early. I was driving with Kanako early in the morning so
we’d arrive that day in the evening. After 5 hours I discovered I had taken a wrong turn. I
was not able see the Ambassador Bridge (the border bridge between the US & Canada). So
I parked my car in a parking lot and decided to turn back to find my way. I tried to merge
my car onto the road. But then I hit another car.

This accident happened when I tried to enter the road from a stopped position, so I was
not going that fast. It was a small accident with no one injured.

The right bumper & fender of my car was damaged. Partially falling down. The left
front tire of the other car was flat and the door dented. The policeman came and wrote up
his report. He told me my car was drivable and allowed me to go. The father of the other
car had taken photos of my insurance and told me it would be OK for me to leave.

I then decided to return to Chicago, instead of heading for Toronto. I drove at highway
speeds for a while with no problem. But after an hour suddenly I began to lose speed and I
had to pull over and stop on the shoulder of the highway. After that I could not restart the
engine.

So I called AAA and asked for a tow truck. It came four hours later. During that time I
prayed to Kami and sought Kami’s Wishes for me through this accident. My carelessness
had caused this accident. Even so, I tried to see it as Kami’s Doing, or as Divine Love. And
I sought Kami’s Wishes for me through this accident. No matter how careless I might have
been, if Kami had had the desire to stop this accident, it could have been avoided. Or, that
was what I believed. Therefore, I thought Kami would wish that I understand something
through this experience.

Thanks to this accident, I could realize the original point of practicing this religion.
And then the unexpected development came to me. What I was most grateful for, was that
Kanako did not complained at all, and never blamed me. In my heart that was truly
gratifying. I was so glad for her. This was the fruit of years of faith training for her.



The tow truck got to us around 7:00 pm and took us with our damaged car to Chicago
church. We arrived back at our church around 1:00 the next morning.

As I have said, I had been focusing on praying to Kami and deepening the peace & joy
of my heart by accepting anything, like here I’d use the heavenly nature, there the earthly
nature and there use the orderly nature. Through this accident I became keenly aware of

At the same time, I could not help realizing that Kami eagerly wished that I also would
realize I am nothing, that is, I am powerless, incompetent and talentless. With this
realization I now want to leave everything to Kami and focus all the time on my way of
life with Kami. I now feel I am standing at the original point of practicing this faith. From
there, Kami’s workings have been so vivid that the situation is too good to be true, and I
actually noticed the unexpected developments of our situations.

As for the damaged car, the insurance company states it’s not fixable. However, it was
picked up at twice as much as it would have sold as a used car. As for a car for me, my
younger son, Daichi, just bought a better car and gave me his former car. It is a 2017 Honda
Civic.

Now, when I look back on the accident, and even though it occurred by my own
negligence, when I received it as Divine Love and tried to renew myself, I now feel that all
of it was in the Work of Kami, and was surrounded in every detail by the Work of Kami.
Thus, I truly was blessed more than I ever expected.

This experience led me to see the importance of my realization that / am nothing, so as
to manifest the truth of Kami’s vivid Workings. By realizing and leaving everything to
Kami, I shall do my best to emulate the nature of the universe moment to moment. If I can
succeed in doing so, I believe the mutual fulfillment between Kami and me will be revealed,
and I will be blessed more than any of us can possibly imagine.

Through today’s grand ceremony, I believe Kami is teaching us that it is essential to
have a heart like that of the universe. Which is to say, the vital importance of emulating
the nature of the universe, is itself, how we follow of the law of the universe.

In order to thoroughly achieve this practice of faith, the most important realization is
that I have no power, no ability and no talent. Without depending on Kami, there is no
way for us to reach blessings. Without receiving Kami’s blessings we cannot move a single
inch. There is no other way for us, but to entrust everything to Kami.

From there, when we are burning with desire to fulfill our role for Kami, the way surely
opens infinitely for the mutual fulfillment between Kami and us.
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